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Note: To obtain the desired amount of softness and crispness in your Gunma Silks, it's best to swatch test your
fabrics before planning your project and/or keep detailed records of your process.

To crepe Gunma Silk:

Rinse fabric in extremely hot water to soften the sericin (a type of silk protein
coat) on the silk yarn to reveal the fibroin (major protein in silk yarn). Make
certain there is plenty of water so the fabric has room to swim around.

Manipulate the fabric by hand to induce an even creping. If it is a single crepe
(like KS4), a bathtub may be more suitable for this action: hold one end of the
fabric with one hand while moving the other hand vertically (warp direction) to
create vertical even creping.  Dry flat or hang dry.  The result is crisp, semi-
transparent crepe fabric.

When working with boiling water or alkaline water, wear gloves & goggles for
protection. Should the solution splash your skin, neutralize the area with a
light vinegar solution then rinse well.

To de-gum or scour the Gunma silk:

Use a mildly alkaline solution to dissolve the sericin, revealing the soft and
shiny silk known as fibroin.

1. Weigh fabric [Ex: fabric weighs 200 grams]
2. Weigh soda ash (Na2CO3) to an amount that is 8 to 10% the weight of fabric [Ex:16 to 20g]
3. Measure water in cubic centimeters (cc) using 40 times the weight of fabric [Ex: 8000 cc]
4. Mix soda ash in water thoroughly. Resulting solution should have pH ~10.
5. Boil this solution, add the fabric, stir well for about 30 minutes. Results of degumming/scouring may vary

according to a fabric's weave, weight, density, the type of silk yarn and its twist. For softer and limper texture,
boil/simmer longer or use more soda ash but be cautious not to overdo it.

6. At the end of simmering, add a pinch of neutral soap and stir the solution and fabric for a few minutes.
7. Take fabric out, rinse in warm water. Neutralize the fabric by soaking it in a lightly acidic/vinegar solution (15cc

vinegar to ~6 liters water). Rinse well with cold running water.
8. Dry flat or hang dry.


